Conversation -.1th Ambassador Manshikov 
Dectcber lV, I960 



I called on :-tr. .-fenshlkov fcr cot fee at tha Embassy 
about 2«3C o'clock '..sdnesday, Decsmfcer lW, i960 at his request 
(really as an alternative* to his offer to coae to New York to 
s«e aa.) 

,\f tar some generalities In which I again explained that 
It was not possible for tha new Administration to hava any 
substantia* discussions until after inauguration, and tha 
Ambassador argued tha point, tho Amb&ssador asked why thera 
could not ba informal Jlscusslons at least with both sldas 
explaining their approach. I *xpressad tha opinion that It was 
laposslble for anyona representing the naw Administration to 
take any position until the President with his Cabinat and new 
advisors, had decided on policies. Finally', tha Ambassador askad 
ua ir I would Ilka to know what Hr. Khrushchev and his colleagues 
had In mind. I said that if he didn't axpaet ma to comment on 
It, I would cartainly ba interested. 

Mr. Manshlkov produced what appeared to ba a thick 
memorandum (about 20 pages) and gave ma tha points. He did not 
translate it In detail - he turned the pages rather rapidly. I 
made notes, but as the points were so genaral I got nothing 
concrete from them: 

"Senator Kennedy's election gives new hop* to Mr. Khrushchev 
and his colleagues of the possibility of developing relations be- 
tween our two countries as they were during tha war under 
President Hooaevelt. 

•Thay had noticed and were encouraged by Senator Kennedy's 
speech of October 1959, in which he said that we should try to 
find the points of cosimon agreement, leaving aside those on which 
there was disagreement. Among the points o1 ' common agreement 
were that the leaders of both countries wanted to avoid war with 
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..u ». .houl, „r. to«.th. r wlM .. lt . Th . , Y01J>nc> o , 
«.»« ».r <«.„,. „ our tve countrlM>r . Mtoi >Mut ^ 

control*. 

"«r. n.ru.h.h.v ^ »,« va . t ; , Mt „ *.„,. 

.*<*.„ „. ln . t th . u ., lneur5lons _ IhJS ,.-.- l ; Jlra . U(>r _ 

bttt.r relations «.a.rally. 

-3.n.tor K.nn.d y .. tlectlon ^ -u thif ^ ^^ 
*. Khru.bch.v Know, that u will b. dlfria.lt, but v. should 
try to r..ch .*r.. B . nt . *. xhru.hch.v r.. lt that „ lluW- 
rs.ult. would b. achi.v.d. ? or #xaBpl8f ^^ ^^ 
.tat.-nt on A rrica t0 ^ colonlall>ja ^ -imi u ^ ^ 
son.t f ov.™«.»t, .nd «. could wrk tef . tl|#r ^ ^ ^^ 
- ud avoid th. possibility or eciriiet cm that conti„.„t. 
P«h.p. .«r..«.nt could b. r^ei,.* on th. subj.ct or non- 
lnt.rf.r.ne. l a th. mt.rn.1 .rr.ir. of oth.rlountm.<o. 
Kr. Khrushch.*.. vl W8 hav. b.en ,ub*Ut.d to th. Unifd 
Nations. Th. Sovl.t C o„.rna.„t do., not «t any -t.ri.l 

r..ou,c. m ,m., .. thay to¥- 411 th# ^^ th#y ^ 
**.p. . gr .. B . nt could bf r#achod fco ^ Biu ^ ^ 

"frlea, and to coap.t. only m the .conoaic ri.ld. i„ thl. 

-Ult.ry *..«. .nd nucl.ar tests, as was propos.d by «,. WcrusuU,. 

"In th. pa.t, P#0pl . ^ pUc , d tr#(|t hop# ^ ^ ^^ 
Nations, but now Mny .r. dl.niuuon.d. Th. Unit* Stat.. h.s 
*tt..pt.d to us. th. taifd fl.tion. ror It. own .nd."-. but 
*. Xh«.hch.v dcn-t think It too lat. t0 Mk . tht ^ 
Nation, an ln.trun.nt or p.ac. 
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"'*• obviously n*vg different Ueologies, but we should 
attempt to keoj these differences out of our relations. If 
they are accentuated, It could ieaJ to war. Feaceful co- 
existence seaus competition and, IT possible, cooperation. 
'-'e aay disagree but we should not rasort to armed conflict, 
and we should adhere to the j,rir.ci;:le of non-intervention in 
the Internal affair* of other countries. Cooperation in the 
economic Held would improve our trade relations, Xr. Khrushchev 
does not demand that we e.-ut our restrictions against the Soviet 
Union, but if the United Jtates decided to dc that, it would be 
useful and imyrove relations. 

These are sone of the thoughts of Mr. Khrushchev and 

his colleagues and their hopes of the improvement of relations 

with the new Administration, 

"As to West Berlin, perha-j. i; we are not r»*&y to 

accept a free city, an interim solution might be found. 

Or. Khrushehsv states again that he doesn't want to control 

West Berlin, lie has some new ideas, though they are based on 

his old proposals." 

Mr. Menshikov explained that iir. Khrushchev wanted to 

have informal talks as soon as possible, with a non-official 

exchange of views. These should De off the record, without 

eny publicity, and might be useful. 



